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Background

Alternative Titles

 The King

 The Composer

Who?

Thug (Thuair) 
mi pog do lamh 

an Righ

I gave a kiss to 
the King’s hand



The Poem

It wasna’ from a garden throne, Nor a bower wi’ milk white roses grown,

But midst the kelp on Northern Strand, That I got a kiss of the King’s hand.

I durstna’ raise my eyes, to see - If he even cared to glance at me,

His princely brow wi’ care was crossed for his men were slain, and kingdom lost.

Think na’ his hand was soft and white,Nor his fingers a’ wi’ jewels bright

Nor round his wrists were ruffles grand, When I got a kiss of the King’s hand.

But dearer far to my twa e’en  Was yon ragged sleeve of red and green,

O’er that young weary hand, that fair Wi’ the gude braid sword had found its ain.

“Farewell for ever”, the distance grey  And te lapping ocean seemed to say,

For him a home in a foreign land. And for me? --- A kiss of the King’s hand. 



PS Setting



Kilberry & 

Sidelights



Binneas Is 

Boreraig



Angus 

MacKay’s 

Setting



David Glen’s 

Book



Peter Reid’s MS



John Smith’s MS



C S 

Thomason’s 

Ceol Mor



A Comparison!
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