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Me and Bill
Over 40 years teacher, mentor, friend

Oban, 22 Aug 2023 - M Grey, B Livingstone, Craig Turnbull, Mike Cusack, Lillian Livingstone

• General Motors Pipe Band and 

“The Mason’s Apron” medley

• Capt. John MacLellan summer 

school in Kingston, Ontario

• My first private lessons at 16 

• 78th, Toronto Police

• A great and true friend





Bill’s Family Background

• Born: 20 March 1942

• Copper Cliff, Ontario, Canada

• Pictured: Bill, aged 8. Note Royal Canadian 
Air Force tartan bag cover and 3/4-sized 
pipes

• Death: 22 February 2025



Bill’s Family Background

Born: Dailly, 
Ayrshire, Scotland

Born: North Bay, 
Ontario, Canada



Bill’s Family Background

Born: Inveresk, 
Midlothian, Scotland

Born: Dailly, 
Ayrshire, Scotland



Bill’s Family Background

Ayr 

Prison 

Records, 

1900



Bill’s Family Background



Bill’s Family Background

3rd Great grandfather
Born Glasgow, died 
Dailly, Ayrshire



Bill’s Family Background

Clackmannanshire



Bill’s Family Background

11th Great-grandfather



Bill’s Family Background

11th Great-grandmother



Bill’s Family Background

14th Great-grandfather



Bill’s Family Background

20th Great-grandmother



Bill’s Family Background

22nd Great-grandfather



Bill’s Family Background

28th Great-grandfather
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Bill Livingstone’s Piping Teachers & Influencers

~1946 

His father

1956 & 
1969-1979

John Wilson

1972-1979 

John MacFadyen

~1975-1982

Donald Macleod

1973-1997

Andrew MacNeill

~1981-1991

Capt John A MacLellan



Teachers
Bill Livingstone, Senior (1908-1984)

• From the ages of 4 to 27

• “Old Bill”: taught by Davie Hendry, Ayrshire 

piper (who also taught Gordon Walker’s 

teacher, David Kay, Cumnock)

• A forthright personality and passionate piper, a 

good player to his last day

• Not a piobaireachd player but loved the music

“It was here, at the kitchen table, that I had my first lessons on 

the bagpipe. My dad was teaching my brother Ranald, who, at 

the time was eleven, and I was four. The two of them would sit 

at the kitchen table, music book opened, sounding away on the 

practice chanters. Family lore has it that I was a most annoying 

kid at these times, wanting to get in on the strange but enticing 

action.”

~ Bill Livingstone, 2017



Teachers
John Wilson (1906-1979)

• 3 months tuition in 1956

• Re-engaged following law school: 1969

• One of the great “between the wars pipers”

• The “Baldooser” - jig in Willie Ross’ book 

was his uncle

• Lost parts of his left hand in an accident 

aged 12

“… John Wilson seems to have been moulded 

by Roddie Campbell to be more generously 

minded about stylistic issues, never single-

mindedly insisting that a ‘style’ would prevail.”

~ Bill Livingstone, 2017



Teachers
John MacFadyen (1926-1979)

• From a piping family of the Inner Hebrides (Mull, Tiree): 

all siblings outstanding pipers: Duncan, Freena, Iain.

• Master piper: winner of all the top prizes including the 

Bratach Gorm in London five years in succession from 

1966-1970

• He published two outstanding collections of light music 

(1966 and 1973)

• Partner with Donald MacLeod in the Grainger & 

Campbell bagpipe business

“John MacFadyen is instrumental in 

changing my piping and making me 

whatever piobaireachd player I am.”

~ Bill Livingstone, 1993



Teachers
Donald Macleod (1916-1982)

• Lewis-born master piper and composer

• A main pupil of Willie Ross, 27 years a pupil

• Like his teacher, Ross: 8-time winner of the 

Northern Meeting Clasp

• His legacy includes 6 books of music, a 

volume of ceol mor and 221 tutorial 

recordings

“As a teacher … he was in a league of his own. 

He was the best pure teacher of piobaireachd I 

ever had … he used is knowledge of the Gaelic 

language and song to extract the full beauty of 

the melody.”

~ Bill Livingstone, 2017



Teachers
Andrew MacNeill 

• Helensburgh-born, a sheep farmer resident on the 

Isle of Oronsay - among others things: known as 

one of the finest sheep dog experts in Scotland

• Pupil of Robert Reid

• WWII interrupted his planned runs at the medal

• Bill said, “a very fine player”

“[following Cowal games, 1973]  Andrew struck up a 

correspondence with me which involved the exchange 

of cassette tapes where he would play tunes on the 

practice chanter as he had been taught them by Robert 

Reid, with full and colourful descriptions of Reid, his 

prickly personality and single-minded devotion to his 

Cameron teaching.” ~ Bill Livingstone, 2017



Teachers

• In 1946 he attended the Pipe Major’s course under Willie 

Ross and graduated with a Distinguished Certificate. 

• Took over the Army School of Piping from Willie Ross in 

1959

• His most notable competitive achievement was to win the 

four major former winners’ events at Oban and Inverness 

in 1958 – a feat not accomplished before or since.

• A master composer of piobaireachd

“‘Bill, you asked for tuition but I think with 

your excellent bagpipe and technique you 

will just take from the listening.’ And that is 

how our lessons went.”

~ Bill Livingstone, 2017
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B i l l  L i v i n g s t o n e
“If I have seen further it is by standing on ye 

shoulders of Giants” 

~Sir Isaac Newton, 1675

John Wilson

Roddie Campbell

Sandy 

Cameron

Donald

Cameron

Angus 
Mackay

John Ban 
Mackenzie

His father
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John MacFadyen

B i l l  L i v i n g s t o n e

R U Brown
Roddie 

MacDonald, 
South Uist

John 
MacDonald, 
Inverness

John 
MacDonald, 
Inverness

Sandy 
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Calum Piobaire 
MacPherson

Alexander 
MacDonald

“If I have seen further it is by standing on ye 

shoulders of Giants” 

~Sir Isaac Newton, 1675

John Wilson

Roddie Campbell
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Donald
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John Ban 
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His father
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John MacFadyen Donald Macleod
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John MacFadyen Donald Macleod Andrew MacNeill
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John MacFadyen Donald Macleod Andrew MacNeill Capt. John A MacLellan
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Prizes Include:
A formidable competitor

• 11 times - The Open Piobaireachd (North American Championships) Maxville, Ontario

• The Gold Medal (The Northern Meeting, Inverness) - 1977

• March (The Argyllshire Gathering, Oban) - 1977

• Strathspey & Reel (The Argyllshire Gathering, Oban) - 1978

• The Piobaireachd Society (Canada) Gold Medal for Piobaireachd - 1978

• The Gold Medal for Piobaireachd (The Argyllshire Gathering, Oban) - 1979

• Gold Clasp (The Northern Meeting) - 1981 & 1984

• 15 times - Bar to The Piobaireachd Society (Canada) Gold Medal (former winners)

• The Glenfiddich piobaireachd winner - 2002





Inverness “Tape Scandal”



In Bill’s own words (courtesy of Allan Hamilton’s “Piper’s Persuasion” 

series)

Inverness “Tape Scandal”



Prizes
The Northern Meeting “Tape Scandal”





78th Fraser Highlanders Pipe Band
Founding P/M, 29 years leading the band

• The 78th Fraser Highlanders Pipe Band, based in Ontario, 

Canada, is one of the most influential pipe bands in 

modern history. 

• Founded in 1981 by Bill Livingstone, the band quickly rose 

to prominence, becoming the first non-Scottish band to win 

the Grade 1 World Pipe Band Championships in 1987. 

• Known for their innovative musical arrangements and 

integration of current Irish and Scots traditional folk music 

the band helped redefine competitive standards. 

• “Live in Ireland” (1987) is the                                                       

biggest selling “pure pipe band”                                                    

album ever





“Pipe Band Piobaireachd”
A Flame of Wrath for Squinting Patrick





Composing

• Two books of music

• Contributor to many other 

collections

• A broad catalogue of high quality 

pieces of music includes pipe band 

suites and most pipe tune types

• His hornpipes, especially, are widely 

played in competition including: 

“Captain’s Pledge”, “Lillian 

Livingstone”, “Michael Grey” [!]



Composing

This piobaireachd composed for his older brother, Ranald, following is passing in 2011



Discography: 78th Fraser Highlanders

1984 1986 1987 1990

1992 1994 1998 2003



Discography: Solo

1979 1991

2009

2005 2005

2005 2005 2025





Other Musical Interests

“My self-education on the piano began 

in 1955 when I got hold of records by 

the amazing Little Richard singing 

“Tutti Frutti” and “Long Tall Sally”….a 

wonderful madman …a bluesy rock ’n 

roll man…pounding out the most 

compelling barbaric rhythm 

imaginable.”

~ Bill Livingstone, 2017





Home Life

Bill & Lillian, 2003





Preposterous: Tales to Follow
His memoir published in 2017

Available on Amazon Kindle

“Enthralling and candid. Once I started reading it, I 

didn’t want to put it down”                                       - 

Roddy MacLeod MBE

“It’s filled with gossip, insight, history, laughter, 

tragedy and a little bit of payback - all packaged 

with Bill’s delightful gift for language.”                     - 

Jim McGillivray

“I found it fascinating. I couldn’t put it down.”        - 

Stuart Liddell





His Teaching

• Like many, a selective teacher 

“there’s not much I can do with the 

ham-fisted”

• His pupils include: John 

MacKenzie (Ontario), Andrew 

Hayes, Sean McKeown, Ian K 

MacDonald, Alistair Murray, Austin 

Diepenhorst, James MacHattie, 

Bruce Gandy - and me.

L-R, Bruce Gandy, John Walsh, MG, Bill, Leith Assembly Rooms, 11 August 1988 

“Tag Team Concert Solos”





Thank you
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