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Me and Bill

Over 40 years teacher, mentor, friend

General Motors Pipe Band and
“The Mason’s Apron™ medley
Capt. John MacLellan summer
school in Kingston, Ontario

My first private lessons at 16
/8th, Toronto Police

A great and true friend

Oban, 22 Aug 2023 - M Grey, B Livingstone, Craig Turnbull, Mike Cusack, Lillian Livingstone
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Bill’s Family Background

William Mildred B
Livingstone Glover
1908-1984 1913-1971
Born: Dailly, Born: North Bay,
Ayrshire, Scotland Ontario, Canada

©

Ranald Marilvn William Lillian
Livingstone —°*— 1938 139,81 Livingstone —*—  Chillak
1935-2011 ) 1942-2025 Living



Bill’s Family Background

Born: Inveresk,
Midlothian, Scotland

Born: Dailly,
Ayrshire, Scotland

JohnL Margaret (
Rowan (late —% Livingstone
1878-1970 1883-1949

William's parents

William Mildred B
Livingstone o= Glover

1908-1984 1913-1971
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Bill’s Family Background

DESERTERS AND ABSENTEER FROM HER MAJESTY'S SERVICE.
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8 |Aunetts. Albert 6160 Oxfordshine 1.1 18} 5
4 [Arnold, John James 11994 Royal Artillery 2115
5 |Atkins, Frank 7960 4th Royal Fus (19 3
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Bill’s Family Background

Born Glasgow, died
Dailly, Ayrshire

ﬁ

John Langlands Rowan (later Livingstong) 1878-1970

\'4

Walter Scobie 1743-1815

Son of John Scobie
\V4

Agnes SCOBIE 1780-1879

Daughter of Walter Scobie
\4
\Walter Rowan 1805-1853
Son of Agnes SCOBIE
\4
Jane Rowan 1829-1878
Daughter of Walter Rowan
\4
Walter Rowan 1852-1916

Son of Jane Rowan
\Y4

3rd Great grandfather

Son of John Langlands Rowan (later Livingstone)

You are the son of William Livingstone Sr

Son of Walter Rowan
\Y4

William Livingstone Sr 1908-1984

\4
William Livingstone Jr




Bill’s Family Background

Clackmannanshire

\Y4

James Douglas 3rd of Mousewald 1616-1647
Son of Margaret Hamilton
\4
Margaret Douglas 1636-1709
Daughter of James Douglas 3rd of Mousewald
\V4
Isobel Lambert 1676-1750
Daughter of Margaret Douglas
\4
John Scobie 1707-1800
Son of Isobel Lambert
\V4
Walter Scobie 1743-1815
Son of John Scobie
\4
Agnes SCOBIE 1780-1879

Daughter of Walter Scobie
\V4

A




Bill’s Family Background

Sir Claud Hamilton Lord Paisley, Dean of Dunbar, Canon of Glasgow 1543-1621
Son of Lady Margaret Douglas Baroness of Hamilton, 2nd Countess of Arran, Duchess of Hamilton & 1st Duchess of Chatel
\4
Margaret Hamilton 1585-1623
Daughter of Sir Claud Hamilton Lord Paisley, Dean of Dunbar, Canon of Glasgow
A\
James Douglas 3rd of Mousewald 1616-1647
Son of Margaret Hamilton
\4
Margaret Douglas 1636-1709
Daughter of James Douglas 3rd of Mousewald
Vv
Isobel Lambert 1676-1750
Daughter of Margaret Douglas
\4
John Scobie 1707-1800
Son of Isobel Lambert
A\
Walter Scobie 1743-1815
Son of John Scobie
A4

Agnes SCOBIE 1780-1879 LORD PAISLY
Daughter of Walter Scobie 11th Gre at_g randfather

\"4




Bill’s Family Background

11th Great-grandmother

; /
Lady Margaret Douglas Baroness of Hamilton, 2nd Countess of Arran, Duchess of Hamilton & 1st Duchess of Chatel
1515-1583
Daughter of Lady Catherine Stewart




Bill’s Family Background

4 ~’ .’~:-,..‘;";; v
i King_Robert Il Stewart King_of Scotland 1337-1406
Son of King Robert Il Stewart King of Scotland
v
King James | Stewart King of Scotland 1394-1436
Son of King Robert Ill Stewart King of Scotland
v
King James Il Stewart King of Scotland 1430-1460
Son of King James | Stewart King of Scotland
v
King James lll Stewart King of Scotland 1452-1488
Son of King James Il Stewart King of Scotland
v
King James |V Stewart King_of Scotland 147/3-1513

Son of King James Ill Stewart King of Scotland
v

14th Gre at_g randfather Lady Catherine Stewart 1491-1555

Daughter of King James IV Stewart King of Scotland
v
Lady Margaret Douglas Baroness of Hamilton, 2nd Countess of Arran, Duchess of Hamilton & 1st Duchess of Chatel
1515-1583
Daughter of Lady Catherine Stewart

a'os
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Bill’s Family Background

v

Marjorie Bruce Princess of Scotland 129/-1316
Daughter of King Robert | Bruce King of Scotland
v
King Robert Il Stewart King of Scotland 1315-1390
Son of Marjorie Bruce Princess of Scotland
v
King Robert Ill Stewart King of Scotland 1337/-1406
Son of King Robert Il Stewart King of Scotland
v
King James | Stewart King of Scotland 1394-1436
Son of King Robert Ill Stewart King of Scotland

v

ZOth G reat'g ran d mOth er King James |l Stewart King of Scotland 1430-1460

Son of King James | Stewart King of Scotland
v
King James |ll Stewart King of Scotland 1452-1488
Son of King James Il Stewart King of Scotland
v
King James |V Stewart King_of Scotland 147/3-1513
Son of King James Ill Stewart King of Scotland
v
Lady Catherine Stewart 1491-1555
Daughter of King James IV Stewart King of Scotland
v
Lady Margaret Douglas Baroness of Hamilton, 2nd Countess of Arran, Duchess of Hamilton & 1st Duchess of Chatel
1515-1583
Daughter of Lady Catherine Stewart




Bill’s Family Background

2 ,-',). : =~

£ -

22nd Great-grandfather

\

King Robert | Bruce King of Scotland 12/4-1329

Son of Isabella de Clare
v




Bill’s Family Background

King William | "The Conqueror” King of England 1028-1087
28th great-grandfather

v
/ King Henry | Beauclerc King of England

Son of King William | "The Conqueror" King of England

v

Robert FitzRoy 1090-1147
Son of King Henry | Beauclerc King of England

| Saint Laurence O'Toole *

"
- . BIRTH 1128
William FitzRobert 1116—1183 DEATH 14 NOV 1180
Son of Robert FitzRoy 26th great-granduncle Q Add tags
"

Amice FitzWilliam 1160-1225
Daughter of William FitzRobert

v

Gilbert de Clare 4th Earl of Gloucester and Hertford 1180-1230

Son of Amice FitzWilliam
v

Isabella de Clare 1226-1264

Daughter of Gilbert de Clare 4th Earl of Gloucester and Hertford
v

King Robert | Bruce King of Scotland 12/4-1329

28th Great grandfather Son oflsabilla de Clare







Bill Livingstone’s Piping Teachers & Influencers

@

1956 &
~1946 1969-1979 1972-1979 ~1975-1982 1973-1997 ~1981-1991

His father John Wilson John MacFadyen Donald Macleod Andrew MacNeill Capt John A MacLellan
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Bill Livingstone, Senior (1908-1984) Gt

* From the ages of 4 to 27

* “Old Bill”: taught by Davie Hendry, Ayrshire
piper (who also taught Gordon Walker’s
teacher, David Kay, Cumnock)

* A forthright personality and passionate piper, a
good player to his last day

* Not a piobaireachd player but loved the music

as here, at the kitchen table, that | had my first lessons™GC
the bagpipe. My dad was teaching my brother Ranald, who, at

the time was eleven, and | was four. The two of them would sit
at the kitchen table, music book opened, sounding away on the

practice chanters. Family lore has it that | was a most annoying
Kid at these times, wanting to get in on the strange but enticing
action.”

~ Bill Livingstone, 2017




Teachers
John Wilson (1906-1979)

3 months tuition in 1956

Re-engaged following law school: 1969
One of the great "between the wars pipers”
The "Baldooser” - jig in Willie Ross’ book
was his uncle

Lost parts of his left hand in an accident

aged 12

“... John Wilson seems to have been moulded
by Roddie Campbell to be more generously

minded about stylistic issues, never single-
mindedly insisting that a ‘style” would prevail.”
~ Bill Livingstone, 2017
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Teachers
John MacFadyen (1926-1979)

From a piping family of the Inner Hebrides (Mull, Tiree):
all siblings outstanding pipers: Duncan, Freena, lain.

Master piper: winner of all the top prizes including the
Bratach Gorm in London five years in succession from
1966-1970

He published two outstanding collections of light music
(1966 and 1973)

Partner with Donald MacLeod in the Grainger &
Campbell bagpipe business

“John MacFadyen is instrumental in

changing my piping and making me

whatever piobaireachd player | am.”
~ Bill Livingstone, 1993
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Teachers
Donald Macleod (1916-1982)

* Lewis-born master piper and composer

* A main pupil of Willie Ross, 27 years a pupll

* |ike his teacher, Ross: 8-time winner of the
Northern Meeting Clasp

* His legacy includes 6 books of music, a
volume of ceol mor and 221 tutorial
recordings

“As a teacher ... he was in a league of his own.

He was the best pure teacher of piobaireachd |
ever had ... he used is knowledge of the Gaelic

language and song to extract the full beauty of
the melody.”
~ Bill Livingstone, 2017




Teachers

Andrew MacNelll

* Helensburgh-born, a sheep farmer resident on the
Isle of Oronsay - among others things: known as
one of the finest sheep dog experts in Scotland

* Puplil of Robert Reid r/ |

* WWII interrupted his planned runs at the medal N e 1

. . . . v PDF Embed AP_I
* Bill said, “a very fine player” - ol A TV

Andrew MacNeill (second from left) at Luss Highland Games in July this year.
The others in the photograph are left to right Pipe Major Angus Macdonald,

“Ifollowing Cowal games, 1973] Andrew struck up a fgtin Latoraud Gl onuang:
correspondence with me which involved the exchange

of cassette tapes where he would play tunes on the
practice chanter as he had been taught them by Robert

Reid, with full and colourful descriptions of Reid, his
prickly personality and single-minded devotion to his
Cameron teaching.” ~ Bill Livingstone, 2017



Teachers

* In 1946 he attended the Pipe Major’'s course under Willie
Ross and graduated with a Distinguished Certificate.

* Took over the Army School of Piping from Willie Ross in
1959

* His most notable competitive achievement was to win the
four major former winners’ events at Oban and Inverness
in 1958 — a feat not accomplished before or since.

* A master composer of piobaireachd

willam john livingstone
W Re: John MacLellan recordings
To: Michael Grey

Mike | think these are the tunes to include:

Sill, you asked for tuition but | think wi
your excellent bagpipe and technique you

Beloved Scotland

Black Donald's March
Praise of Morag

Prince's Salute

Charade

Pass of Crieff

MacLeod of Colbeck
Gathering of the McNabs
Patrick Og

will just take from the listening.” And that is
how our lessons went.”
~ Bill Livingstone, 2017

Also not included in this catalogue is the Harp Tree while at the Kingston School.

Bill
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Cameron

Roddie Campbell
0

2

y
£/4

His father John Wilson

“If | have seen further it is by standing on ye

Bill Livingstone shoulders of Giants”
~Sir Isaac Newton, 1675
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Jo Ban Calum Piobaire Alexander Sandy
Mackenzie Mackay MacPherson MacDonald Cameron

John John
MacDonald, : MacDonald,
Inverness Inverness

Donald

Cameron

Cameron

Roddie Campbell R U B i Rddie
: rown MacDonald,
: South Uist

y
£/4

His father John Wilson John MacFadyen

“If | have seen further it is by standing on ye

Bill Livingstone shoulders of Giants”
~Sir Isaac Newton, 1675
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Jo Ban Calum Piobaire Alexander Sandy
Mackenzie Mackay MacPherson MacDonald Cameron

Aeneas

MacDonald, | MacDonald, Rose

Inverness Inverness

Cameron

Roddie

4
Roddie Campbell - '
oddie 'amp € R U Brown Willie : John
; MacDonald, Ross | MacDonald,
: South Uist : Inverness

y
£/4

His father John Wilson John MacFadyen Donald Macleod

“If | have seen further it is by standing on ye

Bill Livingstone shoulders of Giants”
~Sir Isaac Newton, 1675
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John Ban Calum Piobaire Alexander Sandy Sandy
Mackenzie Mackay MacPherson MacDonald Cameron Cameron

: John
A
MacDonald, ; MacDonald, sgggs Macz;D_Itla_ugall
illis

Inverness Inverness

Cameron

Roddie

4l
Roddie Campbell - - : John
; R U Brown MacDonald, \ggg: | MacDonald, Robert Reid
: South Uist : Inverness

y
£/4

His father John Wilson John MacFadyen Donald Macleod Andrew MacNeill

“If | have seen further it is by standing on ye

Bill Livingstone shoulders of Giants”
~Sir Isaac Newton, 1675




30

"~

Jo Ban Calum Piobaire Alexander
Mackenzie Mackay MacPherson MacDonald

Sandy

Aer;eas John
MacDonald, ; MacDonald, Rose Macé;D_IcIJ_ugall Rose
illis

Inverness Inverness

Cameron

Roddie

o r
I
: R U Brown MacDonald, \ggg: | MacDonald, Robert Reid RosS MacDonald,
! South Uist ! Inverness Inverness

L
14
His father John Wilson John MacFadyen Donald Macleod Andrew MacNeill Capt. John A MaclLellan

“If | have seen further it is by standing on ye

Bill Livingstone shoulders of Giants”
~Sir Isaac Newton, 1675
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Prizes Include:

A formidable competitor

* The Gold Medal (The Northern Meeting, Inverness) - 1977

* March (The Argylishire Gathering, Oban) - 1977

* Strathspey & Reel (The Argylishire Gathering, Oban) - 1978

* The Piobaireachd Society (Canada) Gold Medal for Piobaireachd - 1978

* The Gold Medal for Piobaireachd (The Argylishire Gathering, Oban) - 1979

* Gold Clasp (The Northern Meeting) - 1981 & 1984

* 15 times - Bar to The Piobaireachd Society (Canada) Gold Medal (former winners)
* The Glenfiddich piobaireachd winner - 2002
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[1irs 1§77 21 2 TR G4 TR Cosyior e SRR
THE NORTHERN MEETING, INVERNESS

Inverness “Tape Scandal,"”‘“ {:’“/‘apﬁ)'ing Competitions 5257

THURSDAY and FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th and 13th 1974

/

In the CALEDONIAN HOTEL BALLROOM and Dr BLACK HALLS
Riverside Entrance

FRIDAY
Competition
“D” Piobaireachd — Gold Clasp
9.30 a.m.: Dr Black Hall
UDGES — Major James Campbell
Mr John MacFadyen
Lt.-Col. D. J. S. Murray

THURSDAY

“A” Piobaireachd — Gold Medal

9.30 a.m.: Dr Black Hall
JUDGES — General F. M. Richardson

Capt. John MacLellan
Mr Seumas MacNeill

“B” March “«E” Strathspey and Reel

9.30 a.m.: C i 9.30 a.m.: Caledonian Hotel
pn)ERS SL Id piping Two VI Rk N Balieok
TOP tto ns f 0 FO on Day (Played in reverse order) JUDGES — Major G. B. Murray
founda‘ ester da}’ d as JUDGES — Lt.-Col. D. J. S. Murray Capt. D. R. MacLennan
The vefy " t InvernCSS y announce 1(\:41' JoiImCM:?::Fadyen Mr Seumas MacNeill
0 apt. I. C. Cameron : | :
. Sca‘n ma h . was - . \ i ]uf‘nor” 2 p-m.: Dr Black Hall
bugE " Meeting e g compelt T 4
DO be T
Of the Nort Med l piobm d o0 taPch Caledonian Hotel, Ballsaom B L e
he Old d l. tene . JUDGES — Major G. B. Murray _
Capt. D. R. Maclennan “ J 2 ]ig

Capt. 1. C. Cameron 3 p.m.: Caledonian Hotel

Ballroom
JUDGES — Capt. 1. C. Cameron
Lt-Col. D. J. S. Murray
Mr John MacFadyen
Capt. John MacLellan

Competitors must present themselves 30 minutes before each competition

Prizes and Regulations

Presentation of Prizes

The various Prizes and Trophjes are shown on the back page with the
Regulations governing each Competition.

All Prize-winners and Spectators who can do so are requested to attend
at the close of the final day for the Presentation of Prizes at approximately

5 p.m. in the Caledonian Hotel Ballroom.
PRICE 10p




Inverness “Tape Scandal”

In Bill’s own words (courtesy of Allan Hamilton’s “Piper’s Persuasion”

series .
) s

\

-~ - —




Prizes
The Northern Meeting “Tape Scandal”

Knowing the tone of my comments to Gen. Richardson, it’s a deli-
cious irony to hear him speak in the newspaper report of the “sporting
way” in which I took the news. Still, I did manage to keep my head
down during the entire imbroglio and for this I thank John MacFadyen,

my tutor at the time, who called me aside that morning and gave me

succinct advice: “Keep your bloody mouth shut.” I did. How right he
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78th Fraser Highlanders Pipe Band

Founding P/M, 29 years leading the band

S
-
L B

.-

* The 78th Fraser Highlanders Pipe Band, based in Ontario,
Canada, is one of the most influential pipe bands in
modern history.

* Founded in 1981 by Bill Livingstone, the band quickly rose
to prominence, becoming the first non-Scottish band to win
the Grade 1 World Pipe Band Championships in 1987.

* Known for their innovative musical arrangements and
integration of current Irish and Scots traditional folk music
the band helped redefine competitive standards.

* “Live in Ireland” (1987) is the
biggest selling “pure pipe band”
album ever
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“Pipe Band Piobaireachd”

A Flame of Wrath for Squinting Patrick

~ Hame 0f Wrath

The 78th Fraser Highlanders Pipe Band
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Composing

* Two books of music

* Contributor to many other
collections

* A broad catalogue of high quality
pieces of music includes pipe band
suites and most pipe tune types

* His hornpipes, especially, are widely
played in competition including:

“Captain’s Pledge”, “Lillian
Livingstone”, “Michael Grey” [!]

WILLIAM LIVINGSTONE
BAGPIPE MUSIC

Pipe Mgjor

Dilliam Livingstone

BAGPIPE MUSIC

Pipe Major William Livingstone




Composing

This piobaireachd composed for his older brother, Ranald, following is passing in 2011

For Ranald
William Livingstone
I. Urlar
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Discography: 78th Fraser Highlanders

FRASER HIC HL\NDI“ Ri ; e 7 78L‘/1 Fraser
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The ///1///1:/1:2/1# Sucte

The 78th Fraser Highlanders Pipe Band

Hame 0f Wrath

The 78th Fraser Highlanders Pipe Band

The Megantic Outlaw Concert




Discography: Solo

— Bk
Pipe Major ruVINGSTONE

~Bill Livingstone

bill ivingstone

ppe
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2025

BILL
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Van Morrison, The Chieftains

Bird on the Wire

Leonard Cohen

Farewell to Erin
The Bothy Band

Fionnghuala
The Bothy Band

Oncein a Lifetime
Talking Heads

Canan Nan Gaidheal
Catherine-Ann MacPhee

When You Were Sweet ...

The Fureys

Alasdair Mhic Cholla Gh...

Capercaillie

Helpless
Neil Young

Take Me to Church
[»] Hozier

Other Musical Interests

Bean Phaidin
Planxty

Blue Rondo a la Turk
The Dave Brubeck Quartet

Oh Mo Dhuthaich

Capercaillie

- AThousand Curses On Love:The Gre...

Bill Livingstone

Mo Ghile Mear ("Our Hero") (with Sti...

The Chieftains, Sting

Idir Eatarthu / Between Worlds
Micheal O Suilleabhain

Take Five
The Dave Brubeck Quartet

Up On Cripple Creek

The Band

Brown Eyed Girl

Van Morrison

Cille Pheadar
Margaret Stewart, Allan MacDonald

Bye Bye Love - Original Recording R...

The Everly Brothers

y self-education on the piano bega
iIn 1955 when | got hold of records by
the amazing Little Richard singing
“Tutti Frutti” and "Long Tall Sally”....a
wonderful madman ...a bluesy rock 'n
roll man...pounding out the most
compelling barbaric rhythm
Imaginable.”
~ BIill Livingstone, 2017
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Home Life

Bill & Lillian, 2003
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Preposterous: Tales to Follow
His memoir published in 2017

((\,@\%:\%) “Enthralling and candid. Once | started reading it, |
KR N . ,
R didn’t want to put it down -
P Roddy MaclLeod MBE
reposterous
% Tales to Follow “It's filled with gossip, insight, history, laughter,

tragedy and a little bit of payback - all packaged
with Bill’s delightful gift for language.” -
Jim McGillivray

“| found it fascinating. | couldn’t put it down.” -
Stuart Liddell

Available on Amazon Kindle




Urlar



His Teaching

* Like many, a selective teacher
“there’s not much | can do with the
ham-fisted”

* His puplils include: John
MacKenzie (Ontario), Andrew
Hayes, Sean McKeown, lan K
MacDonald, Alistair Murray, Austin e

: : L-R, Bruce Gandy, John Walsh, MG, Bill, Leith Assembly Rooms, 11 August 1988
Diepenhorst, James MacHattie,
B G d d “Tag Team Concert Solos”

ruce Gandy - and me.




willam john livingstone
W Re: Dewey
To: Michael Grey

March 21, 2023 at 4:44 pm

Stories of Kitties passing are so sad. It's happened to us so often that | want to forget it. At least now Mike you'll have room in your home and your heart for our two beauties if they outlive us. Meanwhile the B-D tributes are pouring in from
folks | don't really know. Pretty wonderful. I'm sorry for Dewey leaving you...they sometimes just go.

It's lovely here. Boozy lunch at Tapas restaurant...owner remembers us very well....eating while watching a 180 degree view of the rolling Caribbean...almost mystical.

Bill




Thank you
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