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From Boreraig to Broomielaw



Has piobaireachd flourished?



“Men are dying, tunes are 
perishing, knowledge is 

waning”
(The Passing of the Piobaireachd, 1903)



Is more repertoire in circulation? 



Are there more masters?



Is knowledge more widely diffused?



“…barbarous apathy...”?



Has piobaireachd flourished as an art?



Active Creation and Innovation



Should attention be turned to supporting the 
evolution of the language in which new music 

is written? 







Performance Contexts



“...the fault lies, not with 
the present-day professional 

piper, but with those on 
whose patronage the piper 

is dependent.”
(The Passing of the Piobaireachd, 1903)



Patronage – Then and Now



The Limits of Modern Support



Dedicated 
Fund for 
Creative 
Work

• Time to compose

• Time to study

• Time to engage with the archives

• Time to promote

• Time to try things that may not 
immediately succeed



Piobaireachd 
Artist in 
Residence

• Engage deeply with the 
repertoire and its sources

• Develop new work

• Explore alternative approaches 
to performance

• Contribute, perhaps, to teaching 
and discussion within the 
community
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